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During the early years of the Puritan colonies they had
maintained a perfect loyalty to the Government in England
and yet had enjoyed complete constitutional liberty, with the
consent of Oliver Cromwell and the Commonwealth in the
mother-country. But after the Restoration, when Charles II.
and his vicious courtiers brought bade the selfish tyranny of
the Stuarts, a determined attack was made against the liberties
of the New England colonists in the endeavour to bring
them under a closer subjection to the Crown. Political
agents were sent out by the English Government to report
upon the condition of the colonies and to raise taxes for the
King's revenue. These men, creatures of a corrupt Court, with
no knowledge of or sympathy for the Puritan traditions of
New England, were received with bitter and sullen hostility.
One of them especially, named Randolph, who was appointed
as Collector and Surveyor of Customs in New England,
earned the undying hatred of the colonists for his contempt
and disregard of their political liberties. The reports he sent
home to his royal master were the cause of much dangerous
friction in the relationship of the colonies to the Crown,
as well as injurious to the trade and commercial prosperity of
North America.

His chief duties were to enforce the strict fulfilment of an
Act of Navigation, which ordered that no European goods
might be taken into the colonies unless they ha4 first been
landed in England, thus giving a monopoly of colonial trade to
English shipping and checking foreign commerce. Further, a
number of heavy duties were imposed on the colonial people
for the benefit of the English revenue. There is no doubt that
every attempt was made by the people of New England to
evade these vexatious conditions of trade, and Randolph
reported this neglect of the Crown authority in the strongest
terms.

After a continual passing to and fro of English agents sent
out to report, and colonial representatives summoned to give
evidence at Whitehall, the evasion of the Navigation Act